Nevada Conservation Credit System 
[bookmark: _Toc523132733]Management Plan Form Section A
The purpose of this management plan is to ensure the Credit Project and its habitat values to sage-grouse are maintained or improved through implementation of management commitments and confirmed through monitoring and reporting activities. This management plan is a binding and enforceable instrument, implemented by the Participant Contract covering the Credit Project property. The Credit Developer and Credit System Administrator signatures on this page of this management plan indicate mutual agreement to its contents.
This section of the management plan describes a summary of the project, the table of contents, and a list of attachments included for the project. 
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	Project Name 
	

	County(s) 
	
	State
	Nevada

	WAFWA Management Zone(s)
	
	Biological Significant Unit(s)
	
	NDOW Population Mgmt. Unit(s)
	

	
	

	Project Type (check all that apply)

	
	
	
	Stewardship and Enhancement     
	
	
	
	Restoration
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Project Acreage	_____________ acres

	

	
	

	


[bookmark: _Toc523132735]1.1 Signatures
The information included in this form and all attachments is accurate. I understand all credit unit calculations and required management activities are subject to verification according to Nevada Conservation Credit System protocols. I understand that management described herein will be conducted for the duration of the project and according to the commitments found in 4.1 to maintain or improve habitat conditions in the Project Area.
______________________________________________	___________________
Credit Developer Name (Print)	Date
_____________________________________________	
Credit Developer Signature	
_____________________________________________	____________________
Credit System Administrator Name (Print)	Date
_____________________________________________	
Credit System Administrator Signature	
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[bookmark: _Toc523132737]1.2 List of Attachments
List any attachments to this management plan here. If submitting electronically, include file names.
	Attachment
	Description, Page Number, or File Name

	Maps of the Project Area, Anthropogenic Disturbances in and around the Project Area, Map Units, Treatment Areas and Management Commitments (as relevant), Participating Property and surrounding area. Include driving direction map to the Project Area. 
Please provide a map indicating the locations and names the landowner uses for specific pastures, meadows, seeps, springs, creeks, etc. (that will provide additional context to the project area). 
	

	Property Title Policy, Owner’s Policy, or Long-term Lease
	

	Surface & Mineral Rights Documentation 
	

	Water Rights Documentation 
	

	Property Restrictions (e.g., rights-of-way)
	

	Conservation Program or Easement Documentation (if applicable)
	

	Grazing Management Plan for the project area if grazing livestock within the project area
	

	Proper Functioning Condition Assessment Checklist for Each Riparian/Wetland Area
	

	Final HQT Calculator
	

	Other Important Documents 
(Any descriptions requested in 2.2 and 2.3 may be attached and listed here, as well as additional details for plans listed in 4.1)
	





[bookmark: _Toc523132738]1.3 Contact Information
Provide contact information for the Credit Developer and Property Owner or Land Manager, if different than the Credit Developer. If a Technical Service Provider assisted with the development of this management plan, provide contact information here.
	Credit Developer
	Technical Service Provider (if applicable)

	Business Name
	Business Name

	Credit Developer Name (First and Last)

	Technical Service Provider (First, Last & Title)


	Mailing Address

	Mailing Address


	Telephone (specify home, work or cellular).

	Telephone (specify home, work or cellular).


	Email

	Email


	Property Owner
	Land Manager

	
	
	
	cHECK IF sAME AS cREDIT dEVELOPER
	
	
	
	cHECK IF sAME AS cREDIT dEVELOPER

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Primary Contact Name (First and Last)

	Primary Contact Name (First and Last)


	Mailing Address

	Mailing Address


	Telephone (specify home, work or cellular).

	Telephone (specify home, work or cellular).


	Email

	Email


	Credit System Administrator Contact Information

	Credit System Administrator Contact
	Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team

	Mailing Address
	201 S Roop Street, Suite 101
Carson City, Nevada 89701

	Telephone 
	(775) 684-8600

	Email
	kmcgowan@sagebrusheco.nv.gov

	Notices
	Any notices regarding this Management Plan shall be directed to the Credit Developer, Property Owner, Land Manager, and Credit System Administrator at the contact information listed above. Contact information provided on this form must be kept up to date within sixty (60) days of a change for any party by submitting in writing updated contact information to the Credit System Administrator.




[bookmark: _Toc523132739]Land Ownership, Current Management & Local Resources
The purpose of this section is to provide information on the ownership and control of the Project Area, and the details of the current management efforts. Local natural, biological, and cultural resources relevant to the Project Area are requested.   
[bookmark: _Toc523132740]2.1 Land Ownership & Control
Clearly identify the Project Area, and disclose important facts and details related to property rights and previous conservation funds received here. The Project Area contains the land enrolled in the Credit System, and is covered by this management plan and the Participant Contract. 
	Project Area Location, Boundary & Acreage
	Describe the location of the Project Area within the Participating Property, including geographical or political boundaries. If the Project Area is comprised of separate areas, specify the location and boundary of each land mass that compose the Project Area. Provide total acreage for the Project Area. Provide file name and specific page numbers of attachments containing relevant maps, and include in the List of Attachments.

	Certification of Control
	Describe how the Credit Developer will certify control of the surface rights of the Project Area. Provide a copy of the instrument and include in the List of Attachments. Demonstration of majority ownership of the Project Area is sufficient, otherwise use or lease agreements that confirm permission to develop and manage the Credit Project is required.

	Leased or Severed Property Rights 
	Describe any leased or severed rights on the Project Area, such as leased wind energy rights, leased mineral rights, or severed mineral rights. Indicate their location on a map of the Participating Property.

	Existing Easements, Land Use Restrictions or Designations
	Describe any land use restrictions or designations, including public land use designations and private easements, existing on the Project Area. Provide a copy of any easements recorded on the Project Area, including their location, nature, authorized users, and access procedures, and include in the List of Attachments. 

	Conservation Programs & 3rd Party Funded Conservation Practices
	Disclose participation in any federal, state, or local programs for which the Credit Developer or Property Owner has or will receive funding or other support for the stewardship of the Participating Property. Describe any projects or actions previously performed or currently planned. Disclose current or past participation in any agreement to manage species such as a Candidate Conservation Agreement (CCA or CCAA).



[bookmark: _Toc427927610]
[bookmark: _Toc523132741]2.2 Project Area & Current Management
Describe the geographic setting, historical uses, current uses, and other important background information for the Project Area.
	Current Land Uses
	Describe the current uses of the Project Area, especially those that could affect sage-grouse habitat conditions on the Project Area during the term of the project.

	Current Management Practices
	Describe all current management practices on the Project Area, including grazing, haying, occasional seeding efforts to replenish forage, and any other applicable practices. If the land is managed for livestock and plans are to continue the current management strategies for the project term, please describe the strategy for the current livestock operation (e.g. pasture rotations, Grazing Response Index, available supporting infrastructure, etc.) and how the strategy supports the long term rangeland goals.  If the land is managed for hay production and efforts are not described in a grazing management plan, describe the production and methods used in similar detail. 

	Current Fencing and Watering Infrastructure
	Describe the current fencing and watering infrastructure relevant to the Project Area, details on the maintenance required to maintain it, and other relevant information. Maps should be attached and listed in section 1.2 assuming maintenance of this infrastructure is committed to within this management for the project term.

	Recent Past Land Uses
	If applicable, describe land use in the recent past (at least within the past 10 years).


	Anticipated Land Uses
	If applicable, describe the anticipated uses of the Project Area, especially those that could affect sage-grouse habitat conditions during the term of the project.

	Adjacent Land Uses
	Describe current and anticipated land uses adjacent to the Project Area, especially activities that may affect sage-grouse populations on or near the project.

	Water Rights/Subsurface rights
	If documentation is already provided, briefly describe water rights and subsurface rights in the Project Area. If documentation is not provided please provide. 


	Current Irrigation Practices 
	If applicable, describe how irrigation is conducted for the Project Area, where infrastructure exists and the areas irrigated, the maintenance required to maintain the system, and other relevant information. Include a map detailing irrigation infrastructure, as appropriate. 


	Proper Functioning Condition Assessment

	Provide the Proper Functioning Condition (PFC) assessment summary required in the post-field submittal (e.g., “functioning”, “functioning-at risk”, “nonfunctional”) of each riparian and wetland areas evaluated within the Project Area. This should include a review of the PFC assessment results and note the issues preventing a site from reaching PFC. Provide an attachment containing a map of the riparian and wetland areas within the Project Area and include in the List of Attachments. Create a stepwise plan to address those issues in section 4.1.

	Riparian and Meadow Management Actions
	If applicable, describe current, recent, or intermittent actions that have been conducted to maintain or improve stream systems and meadows relevant to the Project Area.  


	Noxious Weeds & Annual Invasives Management 
	Describe the status of noxious weeds, their locations and the acres infested, as well as treatments (who is conducting the treatments, how are the treatments being conducted, etc.). Also discuss invasive annual grasses, areas with particular issues, and strategies and efforts to manage them.  



	Fuels Management
	Describe any actions to manage fuels relevant to the Project Area.  

	Conifer Removal 
	Describe any actions to manage conifer encroachment relevant to the Project Area.  

	Waste Management 
	Describe actions to manage trash, carcasses, or other items relevant to ravens and scavengers within or relevant to the project area, 

	Predator Control Efforts
	Describe any actions currently taken or planned.  

	Wildfire Strategy
	Describe any local or ranch actions, equipment, or infrastructure that might reduce the probability of the Project Area being impacted by wildfire. 

	Program Participation
	Describe all recent and current participation in federal, state and local conservation programs.



[bookmark: _Toc523132742]2.3 Local Resources 
Describe the resources on and near the Project Area.
	Greater Sage-Grouse & Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat
	Describe the current habitat conditions of the Project Area and the habitat conditions expected from planned improvements to the Project Area. Utilize the outputs of the calculator to summarize the habitat type within the Project Area. Include what map units have areas of concern such as invasive annual grass and lack of sagebrush, grasses, or forbs. Describe indicators of sage-grouse use of the Project Area (e.g., sightings and lek status if known).

	Sensitive Resources
	Identify all endangered, threatened, rare, and special species of concern that occur or may occur in the Project Area. Also identify any species or plant communities tracked by Nevada Natural Heritage Program (NNHP) known to occur on the property. If applicable, provide a map showing their location in section 1.2

	Other Wildlife
	Describe wildlife resources (e.g., hunting, viewing)

	Ecological Sites within the Project Area
	Briefly describe the current vegetation community, along with the ecological sites, soils, and landforms associated with them within the Project Area and the map units that relate to each. Also describe the reference potential of each ecological site. Attach a map of the Web Soil Survey results and the corresponding ESDs and list under section 1.2.





[bookmark: _Toc523132743]Credit Project Overview, Reserve Account & Credit Release SChedule
This section summarizes of the amount of initial credits expected to be made available for sale to maintain the current habitat conditions for at least a 30-year term.  The projected uplift credits and the reserve account contributions are given in this section. The anticipated credit release schedule is also included based on the plans for uplift actions.
[bookmark: _Toc523132744]3.1 Conservation goals
Provide an overview of the purpose, goals, and objectives of the Credit Project. Summarize the current management actions being implemented that are to be continued for the term of the project, those management actions to be improved upon, and the enhancement and restoration actions planned for the project. A more detailed account of management actions will be provided in Section IV. Management & Monitoring.
	Purpose of the Project
	Describe the purpose of the Credit Project establishment (e.g., as compensation to unavoidable impacts and to conserve and protect sage-grouse habitat).


	Conservation Goals & Objectives
	Describe the specific goals and objectives of the Credit Project in relation to the Credit System’s goals and objectives for improving and managing sage-grouse habitat.


	Summary of Management Actions
	Provide a summary of the current management actions to be continued for the term of the project, the management actions to be improved upon, and the enhancement and restoration actions planned for the project. Provide further details on plans for grazing management, enhancement, and/or restoration actions, as appropriate, and include in the List of attachments. (Ongoing management actions should be described in Section IV. Management & Monitoring.) 



[bookmark: _Toc523132745]3.2 Available and Projected credit summary
From the approved final Habitat Quantification Tool (HQT) calculator (Attachment x), provide the Administrator with the current sellable credits for the project, the additional projected sellable credits, and the HQT Version. Sellable credits describe the total current or projected credits generated minus the reserve account contribution.

	CURRENT SELLABLE CREDITS 
	ADDITIONAL PROJECTED SELLABLE CREDITS                   (IF APPLICABLE)
	HQT VERSION

	
	
	



After confirmation from the Administrator through a quality assurance process on the final HQT calculator and its results, the current sellable credits listed above are the final estimates and will not change following the signing of this management plan. Projected sellable credit estimates are estimates only and may change depending on management activity results measured using the HQT. All subsequent HQT verifications (Field and GIS Desktop analyses) are subject to using the HQT version identified above and will determine amount of additional credits.

[bookmark: _Toc523132746]3.3 Reserve Account Contribution
The required reserve account contribution is described in the Credit System Manual Section 2.4.3 Reserve Account Contribution. The reserve account summary below is meant to show the reserve account contributions and how they are derived. Fill in the table below, or copy and paste the summary table shown below from the calculator spreadsheet. The total reserve account contribution percent will remain unchanged for all additional credits earned over the lifetime of the project. 

	Reserve Account Summary

	Standard Contribution Percent (%)
	

	Probability of Adverse Impacts from Wildfire Percent (%)			
	

	Competing Land Use Reserve Account Contribution Percent (%)
	

	Total Contribution Percent (%)
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[bookmark: _Toc523132747]3.4 Credit Release Schedule
The credit release schedule describes a timeline of conservation actions and HQT scores that lead to timed credit releases. No more than one-third of the total anticipated credits may be released prior to achieving an HQT goal. When credits are appropriate upfront due to a reasonable likelihood of uplift success, the effort should be detailed in section 4.1. Subsequent credit releases will be contingent on achieving HQT habitat function scores.  For enhancement and restoration situations that are funded prior to any credit release; verification of uplift and determination of the corresponding credit releases can happen at any point. See the Credit System Manual, Section 2.4.4 Credit Release for more information. 
Examples are provided below (italics). 
[bookmark: _Toc522259531][bookmark: _Toc522265567][bookmark: _Toc522265597]
	Release
	Estimated Sellable Credits
	Anticipated Release
Date
	Actions or improvements for the project or mAP unit 
Necessary To REALIZE ESTIMATED Credit Release
	Final Sellable Credits
	confirmed release Date

	Initial Credit Release
	200
	Upon signature of this plan.
	Management commitments and actions to maintain current conditions for the entire project.
	220
	Upon signature of this plan.

	Uplift Portion of Initial Credit Release
	30         (1/3)
	Upon signature of this plan.
	Determined to be available for beginning restoration actions in Map Unit 3 involving robust cheatgrass treatment and perennial grass and forb seeding and sagebrush planting to add to current cover. The credits predicted for the success of this effort takes into account the habitat attributes likely to result from planned treatments given STMs and ecological site potential.
	30
	Upon signature of this plan.

	Uplift Release 2
	27         
	2025
	This uplift verification is planned for 2025  The estimated release would be available if cheatgrass is reduced to 5%, perennial grass is improved to 10% cover, forb cover is improved to 8%, and forb richness to 5, compared to current conditions, however the actual credit release will be contingent upon HQT measurements exceeding the initial 1/3 release.
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[bookmark: _Toc523132748]Management & Monitoring
The goal of management in the CCS is to maintain or improve the habitat attributes of the credit project to benefit sage-grouse. The purpose of this section is to document the management, monitoring, and reporting activities necessary to ensure ongoing habitat quality. 
The Nevada Greater Sage-grouse Conservation Plan (Plan) identifies issues potentially affecting sage-grouse populations in Nevada. Please review the Plan and discuss how potential issues (e.g., predation, fire and fuels, wild horses and burros, recreation and off-highway vehicles, pinyon-juniper encroachment, noxious/invasive weeds) will be addressed by this management plan. Plans to address these issues can be listed below under management commitments.  
[bookmark: _Toc523132749]4.1 Management Commitments
The Credit Developer is expected to maintain existing habitat function by committing to management actions. Circumstances involving environmental and climatic variability (e.g., aroga moth infestations, severe drought, wildfire, etc.) are considered outside of the Credit Developer’s control and may require an addendum if long-term management should be affected. In the tables below, detail the management commitments to be implemented by the Credit Developer. Make the actions as specific and measurable as possible,). These actions should allow for compliance and non-compliance to be clear through reporting or discussion of management actions. Several examples of management commitments along with end goals and monitoring and reporting methods are provided in the table. Actions that are tentative should not be included.
These commitments include the most important actions for maintenance and improvement of habitat. The Administrator may have further recommendations and must agree that the management commitments are meaningful and durable. These commitments must be carried out as defined in this plan, unless modification to this management plan is agreed upon as stipulated in Section V. Terms and Conditions. 
All management actions should have a goal that is specific and measurable. In the tables below management actions should list the action, goal, and monitoring method. These goals will be evaluated by the Credit Developer on a yearly basis through an annual monitoring report, and are subject to spot checks at the discretion of the Administrator. Adaptive management is encouraged in this management plan and changes to the plan will need to be coordinated through the Administrator. Efforts should be made to create goals which are not sensitive to climatic conditions (i.e., drought).
Management concerns that should be addressed are listed below. Plans can be simple or complex, depending individual situations.  
· Maintenance of fencing.
· Maintenance of water right, irrigation, and related infrastructure. 
· Implementing a planned noxious weed treatment and invasive annual grass strategy.
· Implementing a plan to work towards and/or maintain Proper Functioning Condition in all lentic and lotic systems. 
· Implementing restoration plan for all uplift projects in which credits have been made available upfront of verification (if applicable).
· Implementing grazing management plan (if applicable).
· Implement wildlife friendly haying methods (if applicable). 
· Maintenance of conifer removal efforts (if applicable). 
Examples of above elements are below (italics).


	Current Management Actions to be Maintained 

	Management ACTION
	location
	Goals
	action
	Anticipated Interval
	Commitment time frame
	monitoring/ Reporting

	Maintain Fencing
	Across Project Area; described in Section 2; shown in Attached Maps
	All fences are functioning properly to serve as functional barriers to livestock, WHB, etc.
	Inspect annually & maintain whenever necessary or when issues are apparent.
	As needed.
	Duration of Project
	Visual inspection & function reported annually, assessed through 5 Year Qualitative Assessments (QAs) & Verification 

	Maintain Water Rights, Irrigation, and  Infrastructure
	Across Project Area; described in Section 2; shown in Attached Maps
	Irrigation & infrastructure is functioning properly to maintain mesic areas through water transport.
	Inspect annually & maintain whenever necessary or when issues are apparent.
	As needed.
	Duration of Project
	Visual inspection & function reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Seeding
	All Meadow Map Units
	Visual increase of desirable perennial grasses and forbs.
	Seed whenever a decrease becomes apparent.
	As needed.
	Duration of Project
	Visual assessment, management actions, & effectiveness reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Implement Noxious Weed Treatment Strategy
	Across Project Area; described in Section 2; shown in Attached Maps
	Reduce and control noxious weeds.
	Spray noxious weeds as described in detail in Section 2.
	As needed.
	Duration of project.
	Management actions & effectiveness reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Implement Invasive Annual Grass Treatment Strategy
	Across upland map units and meadow edges
	Reduce invasive annual grass cover.
	Graze cheatgrass as prescribed in Fall, or other seasons as appropriate, as described in Grazing Management Plan.
	Multiple times a year.
	Duration of project
	Management actions & effectiveness reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 



	New/Improved Management Actions to be Implemented

	Management ACTION
	location
	Goals
	action
	Anticipated Interval
	Commitment time frame
	monitoring/ Reporting

	Implement Improved Rotational Grazing Strategy
	Entire Project Area 
	Maintain and/or improve rangeland and riparian conditions
	Implement grazing strategy as described in Grazing Management Plan.
	Every year
	Duration of Project
	Management actions & effectiveness reported annually assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Implement new wildlife friendly haying strategy
	Map Unit 5, the only area hayed
	Conduct activities according to proper seasonal timing and reduce mortality.
	Hay after nesting and brood-rearing (after June) in accordance with NRCS ANM10.
	As needed
	Duration of Project
	Management actions & effectiveness reported annually assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Install/maintain grade control structures & conduct riparian plantings 
	On mainstem stream and meadows along mainstem
	Trend towards achieving and maintaining PFC.
	Install and maintain grade control structures to address erosion. Plant riparian vegetation to hold soils. Map and plans attached.
	Installation next year and maintenance as needed thereafter
	Initial work then maintain for Duration of Project
	Visual inspection, function, & effectiveness reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification 

	Implement restoration actions 
	Map Unit 3
	Maintain or improve sagebrush cover, compared to current conditions, perennial grass is improved to 10% cover, forb cover is improved to 8%, and forb richness to 5, compared to current conditions.  
	Seed forbs and grasses, sagebrush, see attached details (e.g., purchasing, timeline, methodology, budget).
	See attached details 
	See attached details
	Management actions & effectiveness reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification.

	Complete & Maintain Conifer Removal Effort
	Entire Project Area
	Completed and maintained Pinyon-Juniper removal
	Cut pinyon and juniper and occasional post-cut regrowth thereafter. 

	After initial lop and scatter work, regrowth expected to require maintenance on 5-10-year basis. 
	Initial Cut then Maintain for Duration of Project
	Visual inspection & management actions reported annually, assessed through 5 Year QAs & Verification


[bookmark: _Toc523132750]
4.2 Potential for Uplift 
For map units where enhancement or restoration is not yet planned or in consideration, assess the conditions in the HQT calculator that can be improved upon (e.g., forb diversity, perennial grass cover). Describe potential opportunities for enhancement or restoration within the following table. 
Example uplift opportunities are provided below (italics). 
	Additional Uplift Opportunities

	Map Unit
	Uplift opportunity 
	Projected Conditions in HQT Calculator 
	Credit yield from Meeting Projections 
	Potential Timeline for Realization of Uplift
	OTHER BEnefits of IMPRovement
	Potential of SUccess?

	7
	Meadow Expansion 
	Increase in meadow area, decrease in shrubs, increase in grasses & forbs
	142
	20 years
	Increased Brood-rearing habitat
	Moderate 

	8
	Increase forbs and grasses
	>10% increase in forbs, >20% increase in grasses
	30
	5 years
	Increased forage and R&R values
	High

	

	
	
	
	Choose an item.
	
	Choose an item.

	

	
	
	

	Choose an item.
	
	Choose an item.







[bookmark: _Toc523132751]4.3 Management Budget 

This section is meant to describe the cost of project management and assist in understanding project costs and determining the amount of funds set aside for stewardship of the project. List the management actions from the tables in Section 4.1 in the corresponding tables below. Provide anticipated levels of effort, frequency, and cost for each management action. For actions that require upfront costs and reduced maintenance costs thereafter, provide an estimated timeline. Management activities must be carried out according to the frequency and schedule identified below, unless modification to this management plan is agreed upon as stipulated in Section V. Terms and Conditions. If necessary, attach a more detailed account of management activities and their costs in the List of Attachments.
Example management activities are provided below (italics). 


	Current Management Actions to be Maintained

	Management Activities  

	Description
	REQUIRED (Yes/No)
	Level of Effort
	Anticipated Cost
	Frequency
	Schedule 
(if Applicable)
	Annual Cost

	Maintain Fencing
	Inspect annually & maintain whenever necessary or when issues are apparent.
	Yes	Low	$3,000 per year
	As Needed	As needed.
	$3,000

	Maintain Irrigation & Infrastructure
	Inspect annually & maintain whenever necessary or when issues are apparent.
	Yes	Medium	$250 per month
	Monthly	As needed
	$3,000

	Implement Pasture Renovation and Seeding
	Seed whenever issues become apparent with forage, nutrients, or invasive grasses.
	No	Low	$750 per seeding
	Every Few Years	Every three years
	$250

	Implement Noxious Weed Treatment 
	Spray noxious weeds frequently as is currently conducted. Described in detail in Section 2.
	Yes	High	$1,000 per year
	As Needed	During everyday activities at least than 10 locations per yr.
	$1,000

	Implement Invasive Annual Grass Treatment Strategy
	Graze cheatgrass heavily in Fall and Spring as described in Grazing Management Plan.
	Yes	Medium	Difficult to Calculate
	As Needed	Spring and/or Fall.
	NA

	TOTAL
	$




	New/Improved Management Actions to be Implemented

	Management Activities  

	Description
	REQUIRED (Yes/No)
	Level of Effort
	Anticipated Cost
	Frequency
	Schedule          (if Applicable)
	Annual Cost

	Implement Improved Rotational Grazing Strategy
	Implement grazing strategy as described in grazing management plan. Costs from increased commitment to rotational grazing.
	Yes	Low	$3,000 per year
	As Needed	As needed
	$3,000

	Implement new wildlife friendly haying strategy
	Implement wildlife friendly haying strategy as described in grazing management plan. Costs due to new equipment requirements.
	Yes	Medium	$2,500 one-time for new equipment
	Every Few Years	When producing hay
	$2,500 one-time for new equipment

	Install & maintain grade control structures and conduct riparian plantings
	Install and maintain grade control structures to address incision. Complete riparian plantings. Plans attached.
	Yes	Low	$5,000 initially, then $250 per year
	Every Few Years	Initial work upfront, then periodic maintenance
	$5,000 one-time cost, then $250 annually

	Implement Restoration Plan (attached) to improve habitat
	Cheat grass treatment, seeding forbs & grasses, planting sagebrush. Costs detailed in restoration plan.
	Yes	High	$25,000 initially, then $250 per year
	As Needed	As detailed within restoration plan.
	$25,000 initially, then $250 per year

	Complete & Maintain Conifer Removal Effort
	Cut pinyon and juniper and occasional post-cut regrowth thereafter.
	Yes	Medium	$40,000 initially, then $100 per year
	Yearly	Large treatment 2019-2020; maintenance every five to ten years thereafter 
	$40,000 initially, then $100 per year

	TOTAL
	$





[bookmark: _Toc523132752]4.4 Monitoring, Verification, & Reporting Activities

This section is meant to plan and ensure adequate understanding of the necessary monitoring, verification, and reporting activities and their costs. 
The Annual Management & Monitoring Report is required to be completed and submitted to the SETT by the end of July each year (with the exception of verification years) by all credit project proponents to maintain compliance in the Conservation Credit System. The report will serve as an account of the management actions performed in each year and confirm that the actions committed to were completed or in some cases unnecessary for the given year. 
The goal of the monitoring component of this report is to assess and photo-document the condition of critical and general areas in the field during the CCS field season between April 15th and June 30th (or when vegetation is peaking). These efforts are meant to evidence whether or not habitat maintenance or improvement is occurring, in between more robust and diverse assessments by resource professionals. A minimum of five annual photo-point locations per 1000 acres of project area are recommended to be established. Four landscape photos accounting for a 360° view will be taken from each location to depict the vegetation in close proximity and the greater landscape behind it. To establish these locations, the following should be considered:
· Monitoring locations should be able to be accessed and located repeatedly by the credit producer over the course of the project with minimal risk.
· The sites should allow for adequate representation of the various map units and valuable project and habitat characteristics.
· Locations should capture sensitive areas of meadows and streams and areas with erosion issues (e.g., headcuts), as well as upland sites that best represent the general conditions and use of each map unit. 
· Areas where treatments are planned or have occurred or where management activities are likely to have the most impact should be represented.
· Sites where invasive annual grasses (Cheatgrass and Medusahead) and noxious weeds are at risk of expansion should also be represented.  
· Locations chosen should convey the most important project information. For example, with a 360° assessment, a site centered in a meadow or along a stream would allow capture of upstream, downstream and riparian perspectives, and locations transitional zones between vegetative communities will convey information about multiple habitats from one point.  
Determine the locations of the monitoring sites to be used for annual monitoring. Once established, include a map below displaying the monitoring site locations as well as the map units for the project.
Place a map showing the locations of the monitoring sites here…

Describe the locations of the sites in the table provided below. Example monitoring site descriptions are provided in the table (italics). The credit producer will photo-monitor at these locations in all years in which verification does not occur for the length of project commitment.
	Site Number, Name        
(UTMs)
	Description of the location, the Map Unit(s) the photo-monitoring will capture, the headings so that photos are comparable over time, and the justification to include location in annual monitoring: 

	#1 Downstream of Headcut Below Main Meadow   
(777777E, 7777777N)
	This site is located at the UTMs listed on the river right high bank downstream of the headcut below the main meadow. A photo upstream (0º) depicts the headcut & local riparian, the downstream photo (180º) shows the stream & local riparian, & photos directed away (90º & 270º) from the stream will depict transition from riparian to upland. Map units 1 & 2 will be assessed in photos. The site also indirectly assesses stability of Map Unit 3.  

	#2 Main Meadow From Lower Impoundment            (777888E, 7777888N)
	Located at the UTMs listed, this site is on the center of the lower impoundment of the main meadow. Photos should depict the meadow upstream (0º), the lotic system downstream (180º) and the impoundment and transitional habitats in both directions (90º & 270º). Map Unit 3 is assessed directly and Map Units 4 and 5 are assessed in the background. 

	#3 Conifer Removal Area                          (777999E, 7777999N)
	This site is located in the relative center of the conifer removal treatment area at the UTMs listed and will serve to thoroughly monitor Map Unit 6, the response from the treatment, and its continued maintenance. The four cardinal directions will serve as photo-monitoring bearings.  

	#4 Main Meadow/Upland Western Ecotone         (777666E, 7777666N)
	This site is located at the ecotone between the western Main Meadow and Upland (Map Units 3 and 5). The ecotone is currently quite distinct despite a gentle slope, therefore this area might indicate changes in water availability. 45º & 225º will depict the ecotone and 135º and 315º MUs 3 & 5.

	#5 Main Meadow at Upstream Boundary                  (777555E, 7777555N)
	This site is located at the upstream boundary of the main meadow and thus serves as a good monitoring site of meadow conditions and the surrounding upland map units. 0º will assess the lotic system upstream, 180º the uppermost main meadow, and 90º & 270º MUs 4 & 5. 



	[bookmark: _Hlk58416623]Project Specific Monitoring
	Please fill out project specific monitoring points that are in addition to the normal annual monitoring requirements. See management plan example for examples. Each year, ensure this section gets copied over into Section V. Additional Notes of the submitted annual monitoring document and filled out accordingly. 
Question 1
󠆯  YES   󠆯  󠆯󠆯  NO   
Question 2…etc.
󠆯  YES   󠆯  󠆯󠆯  NO   



After determining the monitoring sites, review the most current Annual Management and Monitoring Report template to estimate the effort and costs of its completion annually. These cost estimates should be included in the table on the following page and will be used to determine the size of the stewardship fund described within section 6.4.
Five-Year Qualitative Assessments (QAs) are to be conducted alongside the SETT at five-year increments outside of the years in which verification occurs. This Five-Year QA will involve a GIS evaluation of the project using aerial imagery and remote sensing data by the SETT. This will be followed by a site visit in which the SETT member assigned to the project will meet with the Credit Project Proponent, conduct the annual monitoring component of the Annual Management & Monitoring Report, assess whether the project area is being managed as committed to, and provide a general assessment of the habitat and critical areas within the project area. Although Five-Year Qualitative Assessments (QAs) will involve a SETT member accompanying the Credit Project Proponent on the annual monitoring effort every five years, the Credit Project Proponent will be accountable for the same effort on and completion and submission of the Annual Management & Monitoring Report in these years as well. 
Verification efforts are planned for Years 15 and 30 of 30-year commitments and at fifteen-year increments for longer projects. Verification is necessary to periodically assess whether habitat conditions and management commitments are being maintained and to measure any uplift due to management actions. Spot checks will have similar objectives but will be conducted and funded by the SETT. Verification efforts will need to be conducted and reported on by a certified verifier. 100% of the initial HQT effort is planned for verification along with a brief report. To estimate the cost of verification, contact a certified verifier.
In order to remain compliant, Annual Management & Monitoring Reports & Verification reports must be received in a timely manner. The Administrator will be responsible for determining whether an intentional reversal has occurred due to not meeting the reporting obligations as appropriate for management practices. 
The typical monitoring activities to be budgeted for are provided below (italics). Please update the information and the estimated costs as appropriate. 

	Monitoring & Reporting Activities Summary Description & Estimated Budget

	Monitoring & Reporting Activities 
	Description
	Required
(Yes/No)
	Level of Effort
	Cost
	Frequency
	Schedule
	Estimated Annual Cost

	Annual
	Annual Management and Monitoring Report Completed by the Property Owner and Submitted to the Administrator
	Yes	Low	$1,000 per year
	Yearly	To be completed in June of every year
	$1,000

	Verification
	Verification at Years 15 and 30 (or at 15 Year Increments on Projects Greater than 30 Years) and Reporting Completed by a Certified Verifiers
	Yes	Medium	$30,000 per Verification
	Every Few Years	To be completed in years 15, 30, 45 of a 45-year term
	$1,333

	
	TOTAL
	$

	Required Date of Submittal
	The Annual Management and Monitoring Report will be submitted to the Administrator by July 31st of each year that Verification is not conducted. 



[bookmark: _Toc523132753]4.5 Financial Assurances Estimate
Outline the estimated financial assurance budget to be set aside upon sale of credits for the Credit Project in the green cells below. At a minimum, financial assurance mechanisms must be provided to cover the anticipated average annual costs associated with management and monitoring of the Project Area. Verification should also be included. Note that the table below is an estimate and is based on a standard 2% interest rate, 1% inflation increase, and 10% contingency across 30 years of project management with verification at every 15 years. The upfront funds required may change based on market fluctuations or management and maintenance cost increases, decreases, or requirements. For credits invalidated due to an intentional reversal, please see Section 6b in the Participant Contract. Additional financial assurances to replace credits that have been sold but become invalidated due to intentional reversal may also be required. However, maintenance and monitoring of the Project Area are the fiscal responsibility of the Participant if the funds established in the Financial Assurance instrument are depleted prior to the end of this Contract. See the CCS Financial Assurance Guidance Document for more information about Financial Assurances and how to set them up.
The purpose of this section is to help the Project Proponent understand their fiscal responsibility once the credits are sold or transferred. Please see the Pro Forma Checklist for factors that should be considered when listing credits for sale. Additional costs based on creating and maintain the financial mechanism should also be factored in when determining the costs per credit. 
The table below estimates the current financial assurances set aside for a sale of 100% of the credits generated. Should multiple transactions occur, then the below table will be adjusted proportionally to the acres locked in for each transaction. 



	Project Assumptions

	Variable
	Value
	Description and Rationale 

	Annual Monitoring Costs
	$0
	Enter cost to landowner of annual monitoring. Reference Section 4.4 of Management Plan for amount. 

	Annual Management Costs
	$0
	Enter cost to landowner of annual management. Reference Section 4.3 of Management Plan for amount. 

	Cost of Upfront HQT
	$0
	Enter cost of initial HQT assessment

	Monitoring Term
	30
	Enter number of years that project will be monitored. If project will be monitored in perpetuity, enter "120"  

	Annual Contingency
	$   0.00
	To refresh formulas, highlight all fields and press F9 or right-click on each white cell in table and click “Update Field”

	
	
	

	Financial Assurance Requirements Estimate

	Upfront Funds Required for Annual Management and Monitoring
	
	Upfront Funds Required for Periodic Verification

	Annuity (project monitored for specific number of years)
	$   0.00
	
	Annuity (project verified for specific number of years)
	$   0.00

	Perpetuity (project monitored forever)
	$   0.00
	
	Perpetuity (project verified forever)
	$   0.00

	[bookmark: _Hlk66700960]
	Total Upfront Funds Required
	

	
	Annuity (project verified for specific number of years)
	$   0.00
	

	
	Perpetuity (project verified forever)
	$   0.00
	




Further Terms and Conditions
This section describes the responsibilities of the relevant parties and terms and conditions under this management plan, including any prohibited uses. Add language where appropriate (in italics). Additional responsibilities may be defined in the participant contract. Any alterations of the established language below should be discussed with the Administrator. 
	Credit Developer Responsibilities
	Describe the Credit Developer’s specific responsibilities under the management plan. Add responsibilities as needed to reflect responsibilities and management actions specific to the project.
Monitor all treatment areas, map units, and grazing, irrigation, and other infrastructure that assists in GRSG habitat management and maintain habitat quality to avoid any intentional reversals. Any activities that decrease the HQT calculation defined in this management plan will be avoided. Undertake reasonable actions to prevent the unlawful entry and trespass by people, feral or estray horses and livestock whose activities may degrade or harm the functional values as quantified by the HQT calculation. Failure to observe and/or report these activities, with no action taken, could lead to an intentional reversal and financial penalties associated to the loss of credit values. The Credit Developer or his authorized agent(s) will do all the monitoring/reporting and proposed treatments. Developer will submit the annual monitoring report each year by July 31st. We suggest that all fences be flagged in accordance with NRCS “Fence Considerations in Sage-Grouse Habitat” https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_042043.pdf. 

	Property Owner Responsibilities
	Describe the Property Owner’s specific responsibilities under the management plan (if the Property Owner is a different party than the Credit Developer).

	Land Manager Responsibilities
	Describe the Land Manager’s specific responsibilities under the management plan (if the Land Manager is a different party than the Credit Developer or Property Owner).


	Transfer of Responsibilities
	Any subsequent transfer of responsibilities under this management plan to a different Land Manager shall be requested by the Land Manager, Credit Developer, or Property Owner in writing to the Administrator. A transfer shall require written approval by the Administrator, and shall be incorporated into this management plan by amendment. Any subsequent Property Owner assumes Land Manager responsibilities described in this management plan and as required in the participant contract, unless otherwise amended in writing by the Administrator.

	Adaptive Management
	The requirements set forth in this management plan are intended to ensure the success of the credit project. They are not intended to limit the Land Manager’s ability to incorporate new knowledge and use the most effective conservation measures available. The Land Manager will evaluate the effectiveness of management actions to achieve management objectives over time. If required management actions specified herein do not achieve intended results, or if new conservation measures are recommended, the Land Manager may recommend modification to this management plan as necessary.  Amendments to this management plan must be agreed upon in writing by the Property Owner, Credit Developer, and the Administrator. 

	Prohibited Uses
	Describe any additional uses that will be prohibited throughout the duration of the Credit Project.
Activities resulting in direct or indirect habitat loss will be analyzed on a case-by-case basis with regards to habitat function, and could result in an intentional reversal. Thus, any activities that may alter the initial verification calculation should be avoided. Anthropogenic disturbances defined in table 1 of the CCS Users Guide that are developed by the landowner may constitute an intentional reversal that results in loss of habitat function.
If ground disturbance within 3 miles of an active sage-grouse lek is absolutely unavoidable, conduct ground disturbance activities from 15 July to 30 November to avoid disturbing sage-grouse during the breeding, nesting, early brood rearing and winter periods, with the exception that fence removal and installation around project area meadows potentially used as late-brood rearing habitat should be conducted outside the late brood-rearing season, which is from June 15 to September 15, to the extent feasible.  If actions must be completed during the time of lek use from March 1st to May 15th, they should be avoided from 6 pm to 9 am and when possible, consist of noise levels less than 10 decibels above ambient.  

	Remedial Action & Amendments
	This management plan may be amended or modified only with the written approval of the Property Owner, Credit Developer and the Administrator. Amendment or modification or this management plan may be required to better meet management objectives and preserve the habitat and conservation values of the Project Area, or to remediate the project due to intentional or unintentional reversals. See the participant contract for additional information on remediation of the credit project.



